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Project Updates

e We added 854 items to Martin Digital History (MDH) in June 2025, including more Ruhnke & Ricou photos from Sandra
Thurlow, memorial programs from Diana Owens, Martin County Library System photos, and three albums from our
newest participant, Josephine Paradise and the Taylor-Ashley Insurance Real Estate Company. Welcome and thank you
to all! Remember what makes MDH special is itincludes the collections of many organizations and individuals in our
communities! Historical societies, university libraries, and museums often make their own collections available online,
but martindigitialhistory.org is one of the few that include the collections of individuals and multiple organizations.

Stories from martindigitalhistory.org:

Conservation agent Newt Chase
displays a mullet, c. 1954

Among the new items uploaded to our website was a photo of amanin a
uniform, holding a fish (a very large mullet, according to my husband). The
uniform did not look like a deputy or police officer, so we were thinking a game
warden; but it’s hard to tell. So, | posted it on the Facebook group Martin
County Memories & More. A member, Joyce DelLoach, identified him in about
30 seconds: Newt Chase.

Newton Fred Chase (1897-1984) was a law enforcement officer in Martin
County, serving in several capacities for many years. After volunteering with
the Stuart police for some time, in 1925, the year Martin County was first
established, he became a deputy. Then he served as the county jailor from
about 1939 to 1945, and again as a Martin County deputy between 1945 to
1953. Between 1953 and 1955 he served as the Martin County Salt Water
Conservation Agent for the State Dept. of Conservation, where he cracked
down on illegal turtle killing. He left the position to run against Roy Baker
(unsuccessfully) for sheriff of Martin County. In 1957, he joined the Stuart
police and served until 1961, when he became a security guard at Grumman.
His gardens and fishing were featured in the Stuart News many times over the
years as well. According to his son Billy (Stuart News, 14 Sept 1984), “They’d
say he could catch fish out of a bucket of rainwater.”

Stories from martindigitalhistory.org:

Sang Yick Farm

Included in this month’s uploads are several of farmer Kim Poy Lee
= | (1914-1994) and family on Sang Yick Farm in Hobe Sound, captured
by Arthur Ruhnke. After immigrating with his family from China at
~__age 12, Kim Poy Lee and his brother farmed in Long Island; in 1957,
P he purchased property west of Hobe Sound along Bridge Road and
\)ﬁ established Sang Yick Farm, growing foot-long okra, taro, soup

“ " melons, bok choy, and other Chinese vegetables. For almost three
decades, the farm flourished, ultimately becoming a major provider 3
of produce for Chinese restaurants along the east coast of the U.S.
Lee also owned the Golden Gate Restaurant on Singer Island.
However, a freeze in January 1982 destroyed half the crop, and the
farm closed permanently in 1990.

More information: martindigitalhistory.org | contact the archivist: Georgen Charnes, gcharnes@martin.fl.us



https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/
mailto:gcharnes@martin.fl.us
https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/13278
https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/13551
https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/13550

Uploads to martindigitalhistory.org:

Taylor-Ashley Photoalbums

We received three photoalbums from Josephine Ashley Paradise, of the Taylor-Ashley Insurance and
Real Estate Company. Here are some selections:

This is a cyanotype, marked "S.J.K first year at View of Flagler Avenue in'Stuart, lc.'ol'<ing south from ngar the river. Visi-
school” and “Josephine 6 years.” Sarah Josephine ble are, on left, a small railroad bU|le|ng, Stanley Kitching store, Geq.
Kitching was born 10 March 1895, so she would W. Parkg storfa (lgter the Stuart Heritage Museum), ar.ld the post pfflce.
On the right side is the Stuart House hotel and at far right, the building
which was formerly the first church, without its steeple. Note the lack
of the railroad station, which was builtin 1913. The small number
“3288” is a Florida Photographic Concern number; in their records,
this image was recorded as “Street scene, Stuart.”

be six when school started in Sept 1901. If we had
access to the school board records of Dade
County, we could find out the name of this teach-
er!

Young Judith Winifred Ashley and sister
Josephine Ashley with Valentine Martin, owner
of Val's Books. Part of a series of photographs

1920

of the sisters shopping in businesses around

Stuart published in the Stuart News (11 Aug In celebration of the 1925 establishment of Martin County, the town of Stuart
1960). Valentine Martin later owned Florida hosted a series of events on 28 and 29 January 1926, attended by Governor
Classics Library in Hobe Sound, which is still in Martin. Recently arrived photographer Albert Ilion Waddington operated
business. "Stuart Studio" between 1926-1929, and captured many images of the

celebrations. This one features Governor John Martin shaking the hand of
famous architect Addison Mizner while developer W.J. Conners (known for
building Conners Highway-U.S. 441) looks on.


https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/13055
https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/13326
https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/13047
https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/13034
https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/collections/show/84

Stories from martindigitalhistory.org:

How Confusion Corner has changed

The intersection of East Ocean Blvd, Old Dixie Highway, Colorado Avenue, Flagler Avenue, and the railroad in Stuart is
famously confusing. The earliest use of the term in the Stuart News is in 1961. Here are some images recording how it’s
changed over the years.

The area around the corner is starting to be built up by around 1948. We
deduced this date from the presence of the Victory Hotel, which
operated between 1944 and 1950. Thanks to the Stuart Heritage

Museum for this image.
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This image, by Arthur Ruhnke, from 1955 shows a cylinder in
the middle of the intersection indicating to “keep to right.”

Here we can see Confusion Cornerin 1930, at the far right
of the image. We can also see the whole downtown of
Stuart. Several of these buildings still stand, including the
Lyric Theatre, the Holleran building, and Dyer’s store. It
doesn’t look like it’s very challenging to navigate. Thanks to
the Historical Society of Martin County for this image.

Thanks to Sandra Thurlow for this image. In 1963, lanes in Confusion Corner were marked by concrete dots.
Thanks to Sandra Thurlow for this image.

middle of the intersection.

these images.

In this album cover from 1978 (left), we see
Clifford J. Buckosh on a triangular block the

The postcard to the right (c. 1994) shows
the landscaping that was installed in 1991.

Thanks to the Stuart Heritage Museum for
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https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/1958
https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/600
https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/11913
https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/9881
https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/2349
https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/724

Stories from martindigitalhistory.org:

When the postal carriers drove
Westcoaster Mailsters

In 1959, posters depicting a mailman in a new postal vehicle, the "mailster," were
displayed in post offices throughout the country (Stuart News, 24 Sept 1959). The
three-wheeled scooter had a two-cylinder gasoline engine and a top speed of 35
mph and had been used for some time in a few cities, but by the 1960s, they
comprised about 1/3 of postal workers' vehicles. They were used in Stuart at least
until 1967, when postman Joe Mazzella reported his sunglasses and raincoat
stolen from his mailster. While use of the vehicle was superior to walking for postal
carriers, the mailsters apparently had frequent clutch problems and occasionally
tipped over going around curves.

Uploads to martindigitalhistory.org:

Agriculture Photographs

Thank you to Sandra Thurlow for allowing us to digitize many rare photos, taken by Arthur Ruhnke and Earl Ricou, &1
recording agricultural activities in Martin County in the 1950s. These are only a sample of the images available. :

Crating tobacco plant slips. Loading melons or squash onto a railcar. Several women quality check onions.
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@hat is Martin Digital History? \

The mission of Martin Digital History (MDH) is to encourage the appreciation of Martin County’s unique history by

collaborating with participating community members and local organizations to collect, present, and interpret relevant

digital content. This participatory archive, orchestrated by the Martin County Library System, is the result of the planning

teamwork of several far-sighted community members and organizations, including Sandra Thurlow, Black Heritage

Initiative, Stuart Heritage, the Historical Society of Martin County, the Library Foundation of Martin County, and many

others. Itis open for public participation.

e This newsletter will attempt to keep all informed about the project, including new participants and
accessions, plans, events, etc. Click here to subscribe to this enewsletter.

e More information: martindigitalhistory.org

e Feedback, comments, questions? Contact the archivist: Georgen Charnes, gcharnes@martin.fl.us

This document may be reproduced upon request in an alternative format by contacting the County ADA Coordinator (772)
@31 31, the County Administration Office (772) 288-5400, Florida Relay 711, or by completing our accessibility feedbj

form at www.martin.fl.us/accessibility-feedback

More information: martindigitalhistory.org | contact the archivist: Georgen Charnes, gcharnes@martin.fl.us
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