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Recent uploads to martindigitalhistory.org: 

Thurlow/Ruhnke/Ricou Collection 
This collection, donated by Sandra Thurlow, contains prints and negatives by 
several photographers and features images of Martin County people, locations, 
and events primarily from the 1950s-1960s. Significantly represented in the 
collection are the photographs from the collections of Arthur Ruhnke and Earl 
Dyer Ricou. 
 
This latest material donated to this collection features images of small 
businesses long gone, aerial photographs, and portraits of law enforcement 
personnel, taken by Earl Dyer Ricou (1923-2011). Ricou was born and raised in 
Martin County. After graduating from Stuart High School and serving in the Air 
Force during WWII, he trained in photography. He opened the Ricou Studio in 
Eldorado Heights in 1949, but relocated in 1954 to 246 Osceola Street as Ricou 
Photo Center. Earl's photography included portraits, commercial photographs, 
social events, and work for the police and sheriff's departments.  

Here are some of my favorites. 
Sheriff Roy Baker (on right) helps 

another officer discard liquid from 
an illegal still operation  

Ted’s Bar, c. 1950 Erna’s restaurant, c. 1950 Oteen Groves fruit stand, c. 1950 

Lunch counter scene, c. 1960 Ticketing a horse, c. 1950 Deputy Sheriff Ernestine Ricou Mueller with 
car, c. 1950 
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Indiantown safety patrol, c. 1965 
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Recent uploads to martindigitalhistory.org: 
Ricou Aerial Views 
Thank you to Sandy Thurlow for donating scans of many aerial views taken by Earl Dyer Ricou. Some of these 
views need identification, and we’ll be soliciting input on social media in the coming months. 

Recent uploads to martindigitalhistory.org: 
Thurlow/Luckhardt Collection 
Also shared by Sandra Thurlow is a CD of images chiefly featuring law enforcement officers from the collection 
of historian Alice Luckhardt.  

Sheriff Baker with illegal still exhibit, c. 1960 
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Recent uploads to martindigitalhistory.org: 
Hartman Family Collection 
Thank you to Stuart Heritage Museum for sharing this 
collection, which includes family photographs, a 
memorial service program, and 
certificates. 

Recent uploads to martindigitalhistory.org: 
Ricou Family Collection 
Also shared by the Stuart Heritage Museum (thank you again) is the Ricou Family Collection, which includes 
family photographs and booklets created for Kathleen “Kittee” Ricou’s 75th and 80th birthdays containing 

family histories. 

Ransom Ren and Gertrude Ricou, c. 1905  

Stuart High School Girls' 
Basketball Team, 1940 

Dorothy Ricou 
Dowdy (1922-1991) 
and mother Marga-
ret Sullivan Ricou 
(1898-1972), and 

friend Velma Davis, 
c. 1940 
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What is the Martin Digital History Project? 
The mission of Martin Digital History (MDH) is to encourage the appreciation of Martin County’s unique history by 
collaborating with community members and local organizations to collect, present, and interpret relevant digital content. 
This project, orchestrated by the Martin County Library System, is the result of the planning teamwork of several far-
sighted community members and organizations, including Sandra Thurlow, Black Heritage Initiative, Stuart Heritage, The 
Library Foundation of Martin County, and many others. It is open for public participation. 
• This newsletter will attempt to keep all informed about the project, including new participants and accessions, plans, 

events, etc.  Subscribe at: martin.fl.us/library-events-newsletters 
• More information: martindigitalhistory.org  
• Feedback, comments, questions? Contact the archivist: Georgen Charnes, gcharnes@martin.fl.us 

This document may be reproduced upon request in an alternative format by contacting the County ADA Coordinator (772) 320-3131, the County 
Administration Office (772) 288-5400, Florida Relay 711, or by completing our accessibility feedback form at www.martin.fl.us/accessibility-feedback 
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Project update: 

Change to our Collecting Policy 
Every collecting agency, be it a historical society, university, museum archives, or any other collector of archival 
materials has a policy describing what is collected, even digital archives. The collecting policy describes the 
scope of collections, and directs what is accepted. Some collecting policies are institution specific—the 
archives of a university contain inactive administrative files, for instance. Some are topical or location 
dependent. MDH is an example of the latter—we digitize and make available historical materials pertaining to 
Martin County. Our collecting policy also outlines our responsibilities and commitments to our donors. For 
instance, we make clear that we don’t repair items or provide new boxes.  

And finally, we outline our ethical and legal considerations. We do not provide appraisals (which the IRS frowns 
upon and which we’re not qualified to do), we don’t display stolen items. Recently, we’ve amended our 
collecting policy to include a statement that we do not exhibit images showing nudity or death, since we 
received several images of people who had been killed by violence in the late 1950s. The photographer, Earl Dyer 
Ricou, often photographed crime scenes as an independent news photographer. While it could be argued that 
these images could be important to a full historical record, and the identities of the victims are unknown, their 
faces are visible and could be recognizable. Therefore, we have decided to adapt our collecting policy in 
consideration of respectful treatment. 

MCLS spotlight: 

New York Times Access 
Did you know that you have free access to the NYT 

through the library?  

Visit https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/redeem?

campaignId=99FUX&gift_code=ee0ec0ddaf595fd2  

MCLS spotlight: 

Book Club Resources & 
Discussion Kits 
Did you know that the library has book club ready kits? 

Each includes 14 copies of the book and a discussion 

guide.  

More information at: https://www.martin.fl.us/book-

club-resources-discussion-kits  
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