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Recent uploads to martindigitalhistory.org: 

Stuart— The City with a Future. Newspaper insert, 1925 
Thank you to Sandra Thurlow for donating a scan of this folio insert from the South Florida Developer (28 July 
1925). It features images of the Woman's Club, fishing and agricultural activities, and aerial views of Martin 
County in 1925.  

Camp Murphy Collection 
From the Historical Society of Martin County, the Camp Murphy 
collection contains a small collection of material collected by 
Robert Maertz (1921-2015), a student at the Southern Signal Corps 
School (a top secret radar training school), including photographs, 
ephemera, and several issues of the Camp newsletter. It also 
includes a color photocopy of Lillian Rudd Davisworth’s scrapbook 
and the 1943 yearbook for the Camp.  

According to the historical marker in Jonathan Dickinson State Park 
(2015), "In 1942 the federal government opened Camp Murphy. It 
was the home of the Southern Signal Corps School during World 
War II and served as a U.S. Army base for instruction in radar 
operation in the early course of the war. The post was named in 
honor of Colonel William Herbert Murphy, a pioneer in the development of radio beams and equipment for 
military aircraft. Camp Murphy consisted of 11,364 acres and accommodated 854 officers and 5,752 enlisted 
men. The camp had close to 1,000 buildings that included a bank, movie theater, church, and bowling alley. 
Camp Murphy was officially decommissioned in 1944 
and used for migrant housing during the fall and 
winter of 1945. Buildings not already dismantled after 
the camp's deactivation were sold and carted away 
beginning in 1946. On June 9, 1947, the property was 
transferred from the U.S. Government to the State of 
Florida for a State Park. In 1950 Jonathan Dickinson 
State Park opened to the public."  

https://www.martindigitalhistory.org/
mailto:gcharnes@martin.fl.us
http://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/7122
http://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/7122
http://www.martindigitalhistory.org/items/show/7086


What is the Martin Digital History Project? 
The mission of Martin Digital History (MDH) is to encourage the appreciation of Martin County’s unique history by 
collaborating with community members and local organizations to collect, present, and interpret relevant digital content. 
This project, orchestrated by the Martin County Library System, is the result of the planning teamwork of several far-
sighted community members and organizations, including Sandra Thurlow, Historical Society of Martin County, Black 
Heritage Initiative, Stuart Heritage, The Library Foundation of Martin County, and many others. It is open for public 
participation. 
• This newsletter will attempt to keep all informed about the project, including new participants and accessions, plans, 

events, etc.  Subscribe at: martin.fl.us/library-events-newsletters 
• More information: martindigitalhistory.org  
• Feedback, comments, questions? Contact the archivist: Georgen Charnes, gcharnes@martin.fl.us 

This document may be reproduced upon request in an alternative format by contacting the County ADA Coordinator (772) 320-3131, the County 
Administration Office (772) 288-5400, Florida Relay 711, or by completing our accessibility feedback form at www.martin.fl.us/accessibility-feedback 
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Recent uploads to martindigitalhistory.org: 
Violet Taylor Collection 
Violet Taylor was a long-time resident of Jensen Beach. After her death, when her house was planned for 
demolition, intrepid historians Sandy and Tom Thurlow investigated and rescued a number of items. Items were 
donated by Sandy and the Black Heritage Initiative for scanning. The collection features an interesting mix of 
ephemera, including Stuart Training School programs, diplomas, and report cards; Jensen Colored School 
diplomas; Lincoln Junior College materials; St. Monica’s Church event programs; membership cards; a program 
for a Black Heritage Festival (1984); and Taylor family photographs. 
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Recent uploads to martindigitalhistory.org: 
Chappelka-Kidd Collection 
Collection from the Historical Society of Martin County is chiefly photographs collected by the Chappelka 
family, including portraits of family and friends fishing, camping, and swimming at the beach; aerial 
photographs; and the France Apartment building. 

Arthur Chappelka Sr. was vice president of a manufacturing company in Cleveland before moving to Stuart in 
1935. He, wife Minnie, and sons Bud and Jimmy lived at the France Apartments and then at 729 St. Lucie 
Crescent starting in 1940. Son "Bud" graduated from Stuart High School in 1940 before serving in the Navy in 
WWII, owned Chappelka Boat Service, and worked as a crane operator with several companies. 
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