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Recent uploads to martindigitalhistory.org: 

Willoughby Collection 
Thank you to the Historical Society of Martin County for the loan 
of the Willoughby collection. Much of this collection were 
negatives, organized by date. We believe they were taken chiefly 
by Hugh Willoughby II, the son of the early explorer and aviator 
Hugh Willoughby Sr.  

Hugh Jr. was a well known sportsman, pilot, sailboat racer, and 
golfer. This collection features many images of boats, airplanes, 
fishing and camping trips, as well as images of young Hugh 
Willoughby III.   

Pineapple shipment, Summer 1916  

Tent and Pelican hydroplane, Summer 1913  Edythe Willoughby next to boat, c. 1910 

Martin County Board 
of Public Instruction 
Minutes 
We have completed the scanning of the 12 
volumes of minutes from the Board of 
Public Instruction of Martin County. These 
meeting minutes, from 1925 to 1974, 
feature decisions about faculty, buildings, 
costs, and conflicts. We see schools built 
and changed, teachers hired and retired, 
and desegregation implemented. These 
minutes offer an illuminating look at our 
history. Thank you Martin County School 
District for allowing us to scan these and 
make them available online. 
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What is the Martin Digital History Project? 
The mission of Martin Digital History (MDH) is to encourage the appreciation of Martin County’s unique history by 
collaborating with community members and local organizations to collect, present, and interpret relevant digital content. 
This project, orchestrated by the Martin County Library System, is the result of the planning teamwork of several far-
sighted community members and organizations, including Sandra Thurlow, Historical Society of Martin County, Black 
Heritage Initiative, Stuart Heritage, The Library Foundation of Martin County, and many others. It is open for public 
participation. 
• This newsletter will attempt to keep all informed about the project, including new participants and accessions, plans, 

events, etc.  Subscribe at: martin.fl.us/library-events-newsletters 
• More information: martindigitalhistory.org  
• Feedback, comments, questions? Contact the archivist: Georgen Charnes, gcharnes@martin.fl.us 

This document may be reproduced upon request in an alternative format by contacting the County ADA Coordinator (772) 320-3131, the County 
Administration Office (772) 288-5400, Florida Relay 711, or by completing our accessibility feedback form at www.martin.fl.us/accessibility-feedback 
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Recent uploads to martindigitalhistory.org: 
Stuart News 50th Anniversary Edition 
Stuart News, 50th Anniversary Edition, originally published 9 Jan 1964, 
featured articles on many historical topics, including many short biographies 
and photographs. It's been uploaded to the MDH site for ease of access.  

Recent uploads to martindigitalhistory.org: 
Stuart Woman’s Club 
We've added some new materials to the Stuart Woman's Club collection 
donated for scanning by the Woman’s Club, including 19 "yearbooks," 
historical documents, proclamations, and photographs. We're so glad to have the Stuart Woman’s Club participation! 
Several of these photographs could use identifications, so if anyone knows the names and/or the events in the photos in the 
collection, please let me know at gcharnes@martin.fl.us!  

I believe this wonderful image is a recreation of an event. Identifications, photographer, 
and year would be appreciated! (I suspect there’s a great story, too.) 

The awarding of a fundraising 
check, around Christmas. But what 
charity and what year? 

Possibly the construction site of the 
new building, 1958? 
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Recent uploads to martindigitalhistory.org: 
Thurlow/Ruhnke Photographs 
Sandy Thurlow donated several Arthur Ruhnke photographs, including some excellent aerial views. There's one photo that 
still needs identification: if you know where this large white house (below on the far right) is, please email me at 
gcharnes@martin.fl.us. 

Recent uploads to martindigitalhistory.org: 
Florida Photographic Concern 
Sandy Thurlow also has donated scans of some photographs she 
received from  Bette "Tootsie" Kindberg. These accompanied a report 
presented by the Stuart Commercial Club (precursor to the Chamber of 
Commerce) to the United States Government Engineers at a public 
hearing (16 Jan 1923) held in Stuart, as part of a request for financial 
assistance to establish a deep-water harbor (Wouldn’t Stuart be 
different today if they’d been successful?). The photographs feature 
landscapes, agricultural activities, and area attractions. Some of the 
images are very familiar, and some are more rare, including the views of 
the nearby Johnston & McNeil turpentine camp (which were also known 
as "naval stores"). 

Florida Photographic Concern was established in Fort Pierce in about 
1905 by photographer Harry E. Hill (1865-1937). He was the official 
photographer for the East Coast Oversea 
Extension - the rail line to Key West. The 
studio became a family business, with wife 
Catherine, brother Fred, and son Lowell 
participating. The business existed until his 
death in 1937. 
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